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Q U A L I F Y I N G  S C O R E S  B Y  S TAT E

T e s t  Pr e p a r a t i o n  & Tu t o r i n g

Qualifying Scores for the Class of 2019
National Merit Semifinalists

High school juniors may qualify for National Merit Scholarships by receiving a high score on the PSAT 

taken in October of the junior year.

Juniors need  a high selectivity index score in the 99 percentile range. Not all students in the 99 percentile range will 

be National Merit Semifinalists. Each state has a different cut off for the selection of National Merit Semifinalists.

The score is obtained from the total of three sections on the PSAT: the critical reading, math and writing scores. 

The highest score would be 240 (80+80+80=240) since each section of the PSAT ranges from 20 to 80 points.




